Saint John Berchmans Catholic Church

Cemetery Guidelines and Policies
1) As of October 1, 2001, Saint John Berchmans Catholic Church requires all graves and mausoleum crypts to be paid in full at the time of purchase.  

2) Grave sites in our new cemetery are sold as 5 foot x 10 foot sections to accommodate a standard 34 inch x 90 inch concrete vault.  Columbarium niches are 12 x 12 inches.
3) Grave purchasers whose tomb stones are above the ground must have a concrete skirt installed around the top of the tomb within 90 days of burial.  (The cost of this concrete skirt will be paid by the purchaser and is not included in the plot purchase price paid to the Church.)  The size of this skirt is not to exceed 5 foot x 10 foot.

4) Each grave must have an engraved headstone or some other type of permanent metal weather-proof identifying marker in place within 90 days after a burial so that our Church can keep track of who is buried in each grave site.  A painted sign will not suffice because paint needs continued maintenance over time.  (The cost of this head stone/tomb marker will be paid by the purchaser and is not included in the plot purchase price paid to the Church.) 

5) All concrete vaults will be installed at ground level.  Any burying on top of another grave is only allowed if both graves are at ground level (no stacking of vaults above ground level is allowed.)  (Refer to price list for the cost of ground level burial on top of another vault.)

6) Grave owners are not allowed to do brick or tile work on their tombs.

7) Marble companies or funeral homes must contact the Saint John Berchmans Church office to obtain a work permit before any work is begun in our cemetery. 

8) “Perpetual care” is included in grave price schedule effective October 1, 2001.  No annual cemetery maintenance fee is required after the payment of this one-time fee.  

9) Perpetual care can be obtained for previously-purchased graves for $300.00 per tomb.

10) If a person who has a previously-purchased grave chooses not to purchase perpetual care, an annual payment of $15.00 is due on each All Saints Day (November 1st).  This yearly fee will increase over time as necessary to keep pace with the rising costs of lawn care labor.  Mausoleum and Columbarium are excluded from annual cemetery dues.
11) Family members are responsible for the upkeep of their loved ones graves (painting, cleaning, repairs to broken concrete, etc...).

12) No permanent object may be placed on or around a grave site that obstructs grass cutting or maintenance (e. g., fences, posts, barriers placed on the ground, statues, etc...). 

13) No flower vases, symbols, pictures, etc., will be permitted on or around the Columbarium, except in the case of military crypt plaques.

14) No bushes, flowers, or plants may be planted in the ground next to loved ones graves. 

15) One may not place a permanent free-standing non-religious object on or near a loved one’s grave.  Any requests for exceptions to this rule must be made to the pastor, who will determine its appropriateness in our Christian cemetery.

16) Any engraving of non-religious images on headstones or tombstones must be cleared with the pastor beforehand, who will determine its appropriateness in our Christian cemetery.

17) Grave owners are not allowed to add dirt to elevate their grave sites above the existing ground level as this will usually cause flooding problems to surrounding burial sites.  If you have a problem with flooding near your tomb, please contact the pastor.  

18) Please note that the purchase of a grave site in our cemetery is not the same as the purchase of real estate (in which the owner of the property may make changes or improvements to his land as he sees fit.)  What the person is buying when he buys a grave site in our cemetery is a permit to be buried in our cemetery.  The cemetery land remains the property of Saint John Berchmans Catholic Church.

19) Dead flowers or other trash should be disposed of in the dumpster located near the rear of Church and should not be left in our cemetery.

20) Saint John Berchmans Catholic Church is to be notified when funeral arrangements are being made so that a Church representative can go out and mark the appropriate burial site for the grave diggers.  If there is an outstanding balance due for the grave site or for un-paid yearly maintenance dues, that balance will become payable in full before the grave site is to be marked.

21) Any transfer of grave sites to others must be done through our Church Office.

22) Saint John Berchmans Catholic Church will exercise the utmost care in laying out and marking graves.  

23) Saint John Berchmans Catholic Church is not responsible for any acts of vandalism that may occur in our cemetery.  Acts of vandalism should be reported to the Church Office immediately when discovered so that we can notify the police.

Cemetery Price Schedule

Ground Burial/Columbarium:
Parishioners of Saint John Berchmans Catholic Church:  


$650.00

Non-Parishioner:



     




$750.00

Infants of Parishioners:







No Charge

Ground level burial on top of another existing grave:



$250.00

Columbarium niche (including plaque and opening/closing):

$1,000.00
Double Mausoleum Crypt:


Single Mausoleum Crypt:
Level C - $9,030.00



Level C - $4,646.00

Level B - $9,135.00



Level B - $4,699.00

Level A - $8,820.00



Level A - $4,541.00

***  These grave prices include perpetual care with no yearly maintenance fee.

I have read and understand all of the policies of the Saint John Berchmans Catholic Church Cemetery and I agree to abide by them all.

_____________________________________________________________

Purchaser/Date

_____________________________________________________________

Saint John Berchmans Catholic Church Representative/ Date
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